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" By George Lardner Jr.
Washinzton Post S=alf Writer

Senate investizators said
vesterday that the Central
Intellizence Agzency's do-
mestic spy work represented
“a step toward the dangers

of a domestic secret police,”
bhut_ they shied away from
calling it illezal.

The mildly worded report

contrasted with the findings
of the Rockefeller Commis-
sion,"which last year labeled
some of the CIA’s domestic
activities unlawful,

Dealing primarily with
the CiN's Operation
CHAOS, the Senate intelli-
gence committee staff study
said that the CIA amassed
files on thousands of Ameri-
cans under pressures from
Presidents Johnson and
Nixon to check out their sus-
picions of “foreign inﬂuence_'
upon American dissent.”

The 51-page study, written
primarily by. staff lawyer
Burton Wides, was the first
devoted to the CIA out of a ;

series of staff reports that !
the committee began mak-

. ing public more than a week °

ago as the Senate began:de- .
_bating creation of a perma- .
"nent new oversight commit- :
tee. : 't

The study, which glossed -
over a number of the details
brought to light by the :
Rockefeller Commission, ;
pointed out that Operation !
CHAOS was the centerpiece !
of a major CIA effort begun :
in 1967 to gather and evalus:
ate “all available informa-
tion about forging links to
racial, antiwar and other
protest activity in the

_ United States.” _:

Before it ended m 1974
the project compiled a com- |

‘puter system*®  .called

“Hydra,” including the
names of some 300,000
American individuals and
organizations and separate
“personality” files on some -
7,500, .

- @

“Except on the issue of
Selective Service, ihe siu-
dent community  anpears
ganerally to suDport the G-

STAT

ministration more stronziy .
than the population as a l
whole.” :

The CIA idently re.
garded the spving as a vioia-
tion of the agency’s 1947
charter provisien prohibit-
ing it from exercizsing any
“police, subpoena. law en-
forcement or internal secu- .
rity functions.”

In a 1959 letter iransmit-
ting another study on stu

- dent dissidence to Whire -

Heuse pationat zecurity ad-
viser Heary Kissinzer. then-
CYA Director Richard hc!'ns
cautioned:

*This iz an area not
within the charter of this
agency, so 1 nead not cm-
phasize how extremely sen-

-sitive tnis makes the paper.

Should anyone learn ‘of its
existence. it would prove
most embarrasing for all
concerned.”

The Rockefeller Commis-
sion said last June that
“some tlomestic activities of
Operation CHAOS unlaw-
fully . exceeded the CIA’s

statutory authority” and sin- -

gled out such items as exces-

sive collection of domestic -

data and the use-of agents
to' ccllect information mthm
“the . United-:- States- on
smctl_{ domeatxc matters.”

--Much more cruarded in 'ts

conclusiens,. - the . Senate .

‘study said oply that CHAOS ¢

activities came “ciose 10 pro- i

hibited mternal security
functions . -0 to the extent.*

that-information related to

domestic activity.”
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